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This article on the issue of national integration in Thailand is divided into two parts. The first 
part comprises five sections defining national integration and explaining why it is essential. The first 
section discusses previous research to show that the term nation has both political and cultural 
meanings. The second section connects this political interpretation with the term citizenship and 
discusses the vital relationship between citizenship and national integration. The third section outlines 
a communication facilitation approach to achieve national integration based on an analysis of Karl 
Deutsch’s (????) research on the topic. Section four explains the causes of disintegration in traditional 
societies and discusses the role of nationalism. The fifth section focuses on the concept of human 
security introduced by the United Nations in ???? to explain why national integration is essential, 
especially the age of globalization. The second part of the paper presents a case study of three minority 
groups in Thailand. The discussion then focuses on the national integration of these ethnic groups 
from a historical viewpoint.
